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4 June, 1946. 
Q The organization book speaks of а staff and of a staff leadership 
and of a so-called sphere of interest as referred to the certain rights end 
police authority. Was there any such thing in practise? 
A Но, not in my office. 


Oldenburg 
Q Do you know if this was the case in Northern Germany? In your Hshettzgakket 


district for example? 

A Not in general. When we had discussions with our comredes at meetings, 
etc., we always realized very closely that the term "blockleiter" and "zellenleiter" 
applied as a high party leader term was only a dream. 


Q Whet was the tasks of the "blockleiter" and "zellenleiter"? 


+ 
А The me primary tesk was to see that the dues were handed in, they hed 


to prepare for meetings, they had to organize money collections in their block, 
they had to keep the membership lists in order, that is for pesce time. During 
"маг time a number of extra and additional cares were entrusted to them and this 
work was of а character they shared with the members and the administration of 
the NSV, the welfare organization, the women's workers organization, etc., but 
they never had a staff. 
Q Could they employ the SS or the SA? 
No, not even the Hoheitzgebiet was able to do во, 
Could they carry out arrests? 
No, they could not. 
Could they confiscate property? 
No. 
Would I represent their work correctly if I were mm to say that essentially 
their work consisted of running errands? 
A My best answer to that would possibly be the popular saying that they 


were called errand boys, door knob cleaners and stairs runners, etc, 


g 
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Com, 
Take &-Pg. 2 


Q Were the blockleiters and zellanlei ters used to spy on the population? 

A I, myself, never issued such instructions to them. 

Q Do you know if in other places the blockleiters and zellenleiters were 
employed for such work. 

A I did not hear of such activity in our Gau. 

9 Wes ЖЫ any instruction issued which you might say was opposed or 
contrary to 2 spying activity? 

А Yes, for example, if a party member ог a German felt that he hac been 
attacked or insulted or slandered, or did mot know what it was all about, he 
thought he had best go to the bleckeiter and tell him all about it. 

Q You misunderstood my question. I asked if there were any reguletions 
or instructions from higher party authorities that forbade the blockleiter and 
zellenleiter to carry out spying activities, but on the other hand to try to 
get the faith and confidence of the population. Spying and snifling into other 
people's business was strictly forbidden - that was never allowed, 

Q I have here another regulation issued by the Deputy of the Fuehrer on 
October 5, 1936, Decument 2639 PS, in which it says, "The blockleiter or 
zellenleiter may never try to press their services upon the members or the 
people in taking care of their welfare and taking care of the population. They 
must never turn to spying and prying inte other peoples business. Such measures 
would not raise confidence, but rather distrust." Dees this correspond to what 
was being carried out in practice? 

A Yes. It corresponded to what was carried on in practice. 

9 Die. the bleckleiter and the zellenleiter have any so-called files on 
opposition members of the party? 


А Но, they never had any such opposition files. 
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Take 4-Pg. 3 
Meehan 

4 June. 

Q I shall now go on to another matter. As far ss is known of practices 
in Northern Germany, may one speak of a united corps of political leaders? 

A Хо, one cannot, 

Q Why not? 

A There was too big a change in the people who hesded these positions and 
all the outter signs for this were lacking. 

Q Did you not distinguish two different groups#within the coms ої po- 
litical leaderse,the political side and those who were charged with the factual 
department side of the so-called political leaders and so-called special offices. 

A Yes, there were leadership offices, welfare offices and the special 
offices. 

Q Can you mention the leadership offices and the special departments? 

A The leadership offices were composed of the organization propaganda 
personnel matters and the steff office, also the training office, The spec- 
іа) welfare organization would include the DAV, the labor front, the peasants 
department, the office for civil servants, the office for education, the NS 
Women's Organization and the legal offices, 

Q What is included in the special department? 

A The НБТ or the National Welfare organization, the NSK@V, the war 
veterans organization; the Public Health Office; Municipal politics; economical 
effice; the training, industrial and technical offices, 

Q Were the chiefs of these special departments that you just mentioned 
responsible for the political training and the pkychology of the life that 
these people were to follow? 

A No. 


Q Whose task was this? 
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Take 4-Pg. 4 
Meehan 
4 June. 

A Те training office had to do this. 

Q Which training office do you mean? 

A The training office of the party. 

Q There was for example a training office of the solicitor's organiza- 
tion or for civil servants, What sort of training did these offices of these 
departments have to carry out? 

A They were subordinate to the training office of the party and acted 
according to directives and instructions handed to them in order to relieve 
the main training office. 

Q Was there not a distinction between factual and жжуакяАі philosophical 
training? 

A Yes, there was, 

Q Would you say that this would correspond to the tasks of these different 
treining offices of the political office and special department offices? 

A Besides this propaganca training, there was also а political training. 
The political training was the work of the party. We had nothing to do with 
the professional training, 

Q Did you resign church membership? 

A Yes, in 1938 I resigned my church membership. 

Q Why? For what reason? 

А Throughout my life I бай no binding, no religious binding whetsoever 
ата the behaviour of the Protestant church in recent years was such that I 

~ бөпвійегей my membership euperfglóus. 
Q Were you asked by the party te resign church membership? 


A No, I was not asked to resign my church memberehip. 
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Take 4-Pg. 5 
Meehan 

4 June, 


9 Did you request any of your subordinates or any politiéal leaders, 
who were known to you, to resign their church membership? 

A We, I never did so, 

Q Did political leaders have within their districts a so-called freedom 
of conscience in church matters? 

A Yes, the people who were subordinate to me, as far as I could judge 
from the Gau, had absolute free-will control in these matters, Several times 
men who could not come to peace with their own conscience asked me about these 
matters, I always told them I did not ask for their church resignation, but 
thet they should make their own decision of their own free will, 

Q Were there higher professional group leaders who were members of the 
party? 

A Yes, quite a number, 

Q What wae your relation to the clergy? 

COLONEL JONES: We have listened to the religious views of this 
particular witness for some time, It is irrelevant to heer the views and 
activities of one person only and it does nothing to show the nature of the 
organization in general, 

DR. AUGUST BERGES: The prosecution has accused the wee of 
pelitical leaders of church persecution, This witness is testifying as te 
the Northern German districts, 

COLONEL JONES: He ie not testifying to the Northern German District 
if he answers the question as to what was his personal attitude te the church 
leaders or the church, 

DR. AUGUST BERGES; This answer was to contain his instructions to 


the political leaders, who were subordinate to him. 


΄ 
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COLONEL JONES; Perhaps we can have the question in that form. 
The question in that particular form has the additional advantage of saving 
some ten minutes time for the witness to explain his personal attitude. 

CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: Го you understand the point, Dr, Berges? 

DR. BERGES: Yes, I understand the point, 

CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: W111 you then have your questions directed te 
the witness to show the policy of the political leaders rather than to show 
the policy or attitude of this particular witness? 

DR. BERGES: Yes, I will, 

BY DR. BERGES; 

Q What instructions did you give your subordinate political leaders 
concerning their relationship to the church? 

A I always asked that their relationship to the church should be a good 
one in our districts. І did not telerate any steps against the church and 
if any differences of opinion should have arisen, these were to be clarified 
in conversation with the lecal clergy. 

Q Were church and religious organizations in your district prohibited 
or prevented from carrying out their activities in any way? 

A No, I not oàly kept a large number of church institutions, but left 
them within the organization of the church, 

Q For example? 

A Confession kindergarten of children and religious groups were tolerated, 
They remained under the administration of Catholic nuns and Catholic schools of 
home economics were allowed to remain, Until the very end an asylum for mentally 
deprived children was retained under the management of Catholic nuns, The same 


is true of hospitals that were managed by the clergy until the very end, 
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Take 4-Pg. 7 
Meehan 
4 June, 


Q Can you above and beyond what you have just state: give any examples 
ef religious advancement or help given by political leaders within your ter- 
ritory? 

A If any member of the clergy ever came to me and spoke to me about 
processions and exercises or services that were going to be cagzried on by 
them that were to be held -t the same time as party memtings, we always came 
to an »greement. At one time the clergy would have to postpone their meetings 
and another time we would have to postpone our meeting. 

Q In 1936, a common school was introduced in Germany anc there was a 
so-called emblem decree. At that time, what was the attitude of the political 
leaders concerning thie decree in your Catholic district? 

A We were opposed to the removal of religious emblems from school rooms. 
We said this to our Gauleiter in no uncertain terms and we were able to induce 
him, together with the population, to rezk retract this decree that had been 
issued by the Minister of State Paoli. 

Q Was the decree issued by the Reichs Main Security Office forbidding 
early masses,after there had been an air-raid at night, carried out in your 


district? 


A I saw to it that this decree was not carried out by closing a blind 


4 
eye and made attempts to have the decree retracted, but unfortunately I 
A 


succeeded only after some time, 
Q Another matter, Which concentration camps did you know about? 
A By name I knew of Esterwegen, Da£bau and Oranienburg. 
Q Did you ever inspect а concentration camp? 


A No, I never visited any concentration салов. I once expressed a de- 
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Con, 
Take 4-Pg. 8 
Meehan 
4 June, 
sire to do 80, but was told that this would not be allowed at Esterwegen 
and if I wanted to make such a visit, I should get the approval of the 
Reichs Main Security Office. 

Q What answer did you receive from the Camp Commandant at Esterwegen? 

4 COLONEL JONES: І rise again to object. This question whether 
or not this witness ever visited a concentration camp is wholly irrelevant, 
so also is the answer that the witness may or may not have requested to ні 
Фәчиғаһсфа visit а concentration camp. It has no bearing upon the question 
as to the aims of the organization as a whole, 

DR, BERGES; The organization is accused of participating in or 
having general knowledge of events in concentration camps. The answer of the 
witness, which I do not want to suggest to him, but which I know refers to a 
group of political leaders, is as far as I know, not only concerns himself 
but these leaders, 

CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: That is the point. The fact that he as an in- 
dividual was not aware of the fact is very small proof of what the organization 
knew was going on. What you should bring out is not whether this witness was 
allowed ог not allowed in concentration camps, or if he had knowledge of what 
was going on in concentration camps, but what woo LOG δι political 
leaders, 

DR. BERGES? That is what I want to have the witness testify to by 
the questions I am going to ask him. The answer which the witness received from 
the Commandant at Bsterwegen did not refer to the witness himself personally 
and from these premises I want to argue my point of the group of political 
leaders, 


CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: Very well, 
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4 June 

Q Did you receive the following answer from the commandant at Ester- 
wegen, that he could not understand what interest a political leader would 
have in visiting or inspecting a concentration camp? 

A Yes. The words he used were that he could not imagine what a Кгеів1еі ег 
wanted to do in the Concentration Camp Esterwegen. 

Q This is the general answer to the question I wanted to P M Dià 
you satisfy ғанға with this мой 

A I reported the incident to the бел leadership and the answer I received 
from the Gau leadership wes that I should let the matter rest, as we would not 
obtain anything there and it was a matter for the Reichs Main Security Office, 

Q Did you receive official or unofficial VO 2 bout the Concen- 
tration Camps from any other sources, 

A Wo, we never received any information. 

Q Could you not exert influence on the behaviour, for example, of the 
SS who took care of the guarding of concentration camps through higher party 
channels? 

A Wo, thet would not have shown any possbbility of success, as the SS 
would not accept any instructions from us. 

Q Will you explain the word "us" more definitely. Do you also mean higher 
pelitical officers? 


A By "us" I mean everything that styled itself political leadership, 


Q Did this vain glory of the SS also express iteelf in the police 
field? 


A We did not have the SS as a police organization, but if you mean the 
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Com, 

Take 4-Рг. 10 
Meehan 

4 June 


AGE Gestapo or the Security Service, the same is true of them. 

Q No, I refer to other cases. Did the SS take a hand, or did the 
SS make it their business to take part in the arrests of men for whom 
political leaders had interceded, 

A No, in general the SS decided they were not interested in the 
fact whether we interceded for a person or not. Once after I had written 
an appeal for clemency for an inmate of a concentration camp, I received 
the answer from the camp commandant that he did not yet consider the inmate 
to have sufficiently improved to be given clemency. 

Q Did Esterwegen guards take part in eny excesses against which the 
part afterward objected? 

A Yes, there was one such ease in a village of my district called 
Leningen. Once during a fall festival, guards of Esterwegen appeared who 
were slightly intoxicated and pulled away religious emblems from certain 
people. The mayor empleyed his police force, which was powerless and com- 
plaints by the Obergruppenfuehrer were also unsuccessful. The Lanárat 
called me by phone and wanted my approval for employing the police force of 
Oldenburg in order to bring about order. I gave my consent and an Oldenburg 
police group was sent to Loningen. The people were arrested and taken off 
to Oldenburg. The Reichs fuehrer SS appeared or interceded immediately 
and demanded the immediate release of these guards and the release took 
place immediately. For many years afterward the landrat concerned here was 
persecuted by the Reichsfuehrer 55. Тһе lanáret applied for transfer and 
finally asked for his resignation, but only at the very end the Geuleiter 
and also the prime minister of Oldenburg helped the lendret and he remained 


in office. 
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Meehan 
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Q In 1933, there was a case in Northern Germany that aroused general at- 
tention, in which the political leadershiv is supposed to have interceded for 
the people who had refused to give their oath. Can you give & brief descrip- 
tion of this case concerning what is considered essential relative to the 
corps of political leaders? 

A Rural riding clubs were transferred to the SS upon Hindenberg's death 
and they were to be sworn in for Adolf Hitler. The leader of the standard, 
who was well aware of the peculbarities of our population told them before, 
they were distinctly to think it over, whether they wanted to make any such 
an oath er not. There upon eleven boys resigned and afterwards arrested for 
having refused to take the oath. The political leadership interceded for these 
boys and was successful in bringing about their release, but the Reichefuehrer 
SS decreed their renewed arrest and transfer to a concentration camp. We 
again interceded for these boys. One of my comrades, a political leader 
and wearer of the honor badge, went to the Reichsfuehrer personally on the 
occasion of the party rally in order to obtain the release of these boys in 
the names of their parents. Тһе Reichsfuehrer was very short with him and 
was very surprised that a bearer of the honor badge would intercede for 
people who had refused to give their oath. We continued in our endeavors 
and after a period of time were finally successful for these boys. These 
boys were expressedly told that they were to consider whether they wanted 
to take the oath or not and if they considered the oath in the form in which 
it existed too strong. 

Q How long were the boys in the Concentration Camp. 

A I don't remember exactly, but about five or six months, 

CAPTAIN TUBRIDY: We will adjourn until tomorrow, 


(COMMISSION ADJOURNED AT 1700 HOURS.) 
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June 1946-7141 -0 
I belicve he is putting this new question by which counsel is trying to 


lead the witness into changing his апзисге 


DR. BERGES: Мо, I can ask the question ciffercntlye 


сепегаї the table of Organization Bock was 
but in what exact poi insofar as from the standpoint of the 
Folitical Leader wa | table in the Organization Book incorr 
Ше could never require the lower Politica 
have been requested from them according the Orsanization 
You just said, "shat 


1 


те Or: anization 


received the Or anigation Jook regularly, 
never паде 
y ur official basi 
it not an 
The 
which to carry 


. 


у the official 


My underst 
offices we are supose o have, what the cuties ach of these offices 
was, and in gener: f what the duties of each of the political 
leaders un er me was. 

If I un?erstanc'y uc you mean say that in practice 


ә 


г іп actuality many deviations were mace from these directive 


The actual Ὁ Cictated, according tc that, what 


in tho organization below us, anc 
ciples, we could mt give 


CATLIN TUDLARIUY: 
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BY ΤῊ. BERGES; 


Was there in the practical carrying »ut of work in the Kreislciter 
and in the Gau, спе single interpretation for the term "Hohcitstraecer", 
Farty official, 

А There were three soecallec tarty officials, the Gauleiter, the 
Kreisleiter, and the Ortsgruppenleiter, and they werc the three men to whom 
this term appliede 

Then if І have understocd you correctly, Blockleiter and 222 
leiter were not inclu^ed in the application of this term? 

We never considered the Vlockleit«r and Zellenleiter as Party 
officials. 

Do you know of a ς са ordei by the deputy of the 
Fuchrer in this respect? 

It hac been intende to make the Blockleiter and the Zellenleiter 
so-callec similar hich farty officials after the necessary personnel was at 
tho disposal to carry out such an ordere 

Icu uncerstand my question? You said that in practice the 

ockleitor anc the Zellenlciter were not considered high forty officials, 
question ав to whetherthis practice was not due to corresponding іпефгисе 
ions that had been issued by the Fuchrer? 

The higher Nazi farty channels consicered tho Blockleiter and the 
Zellenleiter like higher Nazi officials, but they never carrie? out this 
functione 


u mean to say that the Organization Bock consicercc them high 


I believe that was called for in theOreanization I 


I have hero an order issued by the ceputy of the Fuchrer, on 25 


October 1934, in which it says that the political leacership lie alone 


in the hands of my representatives, my representatives béing 
leiter, the Kreisleiter, and the Gauleiter, Doesn't the ат 
contain a summzry of the contents of the matter? 
COLONEL GRIFFITH JONES: Is the letter to be put in, or is it i 


already? 


250 
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х The oreanizaticn book speaks of а staff anu of а staff leadershi,; 


and of a so-called sphere of interest as referred to the certain rights anc 
police authority. Was there any such thin; in; ractise? 

No, not in my office. 

“ Мо you know if this was the case in Northern Vermeny? In you 
Oldenburg district for example? 

h Not іп ceneral. When we had discussions with cur c mr es at moet: 
etc., we always realized very сісвеїу that the term "bl: ckleiter" and "zellen- 
Leiter" applied as а high party leader term was only a dream. 

What was the tasks of the "blcckleiter" зп tzellenleiter"? 

Their primary task was to Бөз that the lues were hanced in, they 
пад to prepare for meetin:s, they had t reanize money collections in their 
block, they had to Кее; the mem orshi- lists in order, that is for peace time. 
During war time а number of extra anc additional cares were entruste: to them 
and this work was of a character they shared with the members and the administrat 
ion of the NSV; the welfare organization, the w men's workers 
etc., but they never had a ste ff. 

Could they еш ісу the SS or the 54? 

No, not even the Hoheitz 

Could they carry cut arrests? 

No, they could note 

Could they confiscate property? 

Noe 

и помта I represent their work correctly if I were t 
essentially their work consisted of runnin, errands? 

A My best answer to that would | ва Лу be the popular sayinz that 

were called errand cys, dcor knob cleaners enc stairs runners, etCe 

пеге the blcoekleiters апа zollanleiters used to spy on the ; pulation 

І, myself, never issusc such instructions t 

" "o vou know if in other places the blockleiters anc sellenleiters 

employed for such work? 

I did not hear of such activity in cur Gau, 

G ias there any instructicn issued which ym mizht say was 


or contrary to а spying activity? 
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A Yes, for example, if a party member or а German felt that he had been 
attacked or insulted or slandered, cr cid not know what it was all about, he 
thought he had best go to the blockleiter anc tell him all about ite 

You misunderstocd my question. I asked if there were any regulat- 
ions or instructions from һісһег party authcrities that 
enleiter to carry cut spying activities, but on the other hand to try 


get the faith and confidence of the population. Spying and sniflin= into 


“ 


other peoples business was strictly forbidden = that was 


I have here another re 
on October 5, 1936, "ocunent 2639 
zellenleiter may never try to press their servi u; the menbers or the 
people in taking с are of their welfare ana taki ге of the population, 
They must never turn to spyin: anc pryine into other peoples business, Such 
measures would not raise confidences, but rather distrust." Doces this corres- 
pond to what was being carried out in practice? 

It corresponded to whet was carriec on in practice. 

Did the blockleiter and the zellenleiter have any so-called 

on opposition members of the party? 
а No, they never had any such 

I shall now zo on to another ma: 
practices in Northern 
leaders? 


No, one саппофе 


big a change in the 
and all the outer signs for this were 1аскіп ``, 
Did you nct cistincuish two different croups within the corps 
political side and those who were charted with the factual department side 
of the scecalled | al leaders and so-called special offices. 


Yes, there were leadership offices, 


Can you mention the leadershi. offices anc the special departments? 


A The leadership offices were composed of the оггап? за 1 сп 


"E 


personnel matters and the staff office, also the trainin: offices 
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welfare organization would include the DAV, the labor front, the peasants 


department, the office for civil serva nts, the office for education, the 


Women's Organization and the legal offices, 


G What is included in the special department? 

A The NSV or the National Welfare Organization, the NSKOV, the war 
veterans organiza2t$^ns the rublice Health Office; Municipal politics; economic 
offices the trainin:, industrial and technical offices. 

6 Were the chiefs of these special departments that you just mention. 
responsible for the politica training and the -sycholo-y of the life that 
these people were to follow? 

А- Noe 


Whose task was this? 
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The training office had to do thise 
Which training officc do you mean ? 
The training office of tho pirtys 
There ws for example a training office of the solicitor's 
organisation or for civil servants. What sort of training did 
these offices of these departments have to carry out ? 
Ae Thoy were subordinate to the training office of the prt 
and acted according to directives and instructions handed to 
in order to relieve the main Όσα τα її 100 • 
Qe Was there not a distinct: t Гое and philosophie 
cal training ? 
Де Yos, thoro ма: 
Qe Would you say that tuis would correspond to tho tasks of 
these differont training officcs of the political office 
? 


^ 


A. Besidos this propaganda training, thoro was also a politi 
training. Tho political training was tho work of tho party. 
had nothing to do with the professional training. 
Did vou resign church membership ? 
I resigned my church mombershipe 
Why 2 For wha yx 
Throughout my life I 
whatsoever ond the behaviour of 
rears was such that I considorod my membership superfluous. 
Were you asked by о party t: sign church momtcvship 7 
No, I wis not askog rosizn my church momborshnip ¢ 
Qe Did you roquost опу of your subordin^tcs or any political 
londors, who wore known to you, to rosign thoir church membe rsh? 
А No, I novor did soe 
Qe Did political lenders havo within their districts a 80» 


4 


callcd froodom of conscionee in church matters ? 
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5. Yos, the people who were subordin^to to mo, 28 far 2 3 
could judge from the бом, had absoluto froo-will control in thcse 


mattorse Sovor^l times mon who could not come to pence with their 
m^ttors. I always told them 


own conscience asked mo about these 


I did not ask ip church resignation, but thot they should 


make their own docision of their own frco wille 


Q Were thoro highor professional group leaders who 


of the party 1 
Yos, Mite ^ numbor. 


What was your relation 
to the religious vicws 


чу 


COLONEL JONES: We how 
It is irrolovant to 


of this particular witness tor som ino e 


hoor tho viows end of ono person only and it 
nothing to show tho nature 0 f the orgnnizntion in goncrole 


corps 


BERGES: Tho prosecution has necused the 


of church persecution, 


tostifying as to tho Northern Gorman dis 


-Ὢ 


COLONEL Northern 


Gorman District if he what was hi 


personal attitude to the church с church, 


BE cont^in his 


subordinntc to hime 


ES stion in that 


COLONEL JONES; 
forme Tho quostion in that 
advantage of saving somo to! 


explain his porsonal attitudo, 


CP TAN TUBRIDY: Do you understand tho point, 


DR. BERGES: Yos, I undorstand the pointe 
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to think it overy whothor thoy wanted to 
п oath or not, Thereupon cleven noys rosigned ond afterwards woro 
for having rofusoá to take theoathe Тіс political leadership intorcodod 
for thoso boys ani was successful in bringi about their roloaso, but tho 
Војећаглоћкок 55 сосгосд thoir renovow orros! ronsfox а concontration 
compe ii есіп interceded for theso boys. От 1 ~ political 
loador a 1% or о? the honor badge, wont to tho cichsfuchrer personally 
on the occasic: of tho party rally in order to obtain the release of thoso 
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petple who had rofus о gi noir on We « isued in our ondoavors 
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